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by a Royal Commission, who, however, had not the
courage to do more than prevent the extension of
the compulsory area from London to the rest of the
country; for the invariable rule in these cases is
that the heavens may fall and the public incidentally
robbed and injured to any extent so long as the
faces of the Caucus and bureaucrat are saved.

This is a good example of what can be done to the
detriment of the public interest without any demand
or " mandate " whatever. It is perhaps even more
interesting to see how a fictitious " cry " can be
created by the politician with exactly the same
results. I need, therefore, only mention the famous
or infamous Land Taxes which were first evolved in
the autumn of 1908 in order to save the Government
of the day from the critical situation into which it
had fallen by reason of the imbecile Licensing Bill.
It suddenly dawned upon Mr Lloyd George that he
could indefinitely prolong the receipt of an official
salary for himself and his colleagues by taxing land-
lords, and pretending that there was in land a
mysterious source of wealth known as " increment
value." The whole fallacy has long since been
exposed; but the impostors succeeded at the time
because landlords are a small minority of the com-
munity, and the community for some reason does
not understand that land is as much the subject of
prescription as any other kind of property, so that
it is no more unreasonable for a man to sell land
than it is for a man to sell boots or butter. Land-
lords have undoubtedly been mean in their dealings
with public bodies; but they never plundered the
community on the enormous scale permitted to the